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Parliamentary Reform having, at 
this time, become the objed oFfome atteil- 
don, we are induced to re-publiih the fiib- 
ftance of a Speech, publiflied here in the 
year 1785, which was made on that fnbjeft 
ja the Irifli ParliamffiBt by Sir Hercules Laa-i 
griihe, Bart. 

Mr. Flood moved, ** That the Hoofe 
** rdblvc itfelf iQto a Committe* taconfidtr 
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^^of an inftrudion to the Committee ap^ 
'• pointed to prepare a Bill for the more equal 
*' reprefentation of the pjcople, to receiv^e a 
'* claufe. That, the better to promote popu- 
^' lation in decayed and contracted boroughs, 
^' no boroagh in the province of Ulfter, hav- 
^' ing lefs than 140, and in the other pro* 
^' vinces 70 voters, /hall return more than 
•' One Member to Parliament^'' 

SirHEftcuLBs Langrishe faid— i— Mr* 
Speaker^ The* olbjeift of this motion, takeft 
afailraAedly, i3 (certainly defif able, and car- 
ries with it the ftrong rckx>afxme&datioA of 
bearing a reference to Lord Chatham's |iotioa 
of ParlidoiQQtary Reform^ which was» ^* the 
pouring fome young blood into the qonfti^ 
tution." 'Tis true. Sir, nothing that I know 
9( Pm Bro«J9»P :p«puMi<» for e0e^»lfy*a8 

Vi ^ J^ neither 
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ticither on thzt account^ nof 9A Any ib<hot 

rity, however ref|>edablei (hall I bt induced 

to increafe the mafs or the motion of the 

J>loodwiien the conftitution is In full Vigdyri^ 

And much iefs ihould I be inclined to. do To 

svhen tho pulie beats high^ tod difcoveri 

ibftie ^WiptBms of afsver^ Ii therefore^ feel 

nOFtludance in voting ajgainft the motion.-^ 

It 18 d patt of a fyftem yfhithf I thinks in 

ibe labole iAadmifilble^ and I (hall therefore 

oppofe it in the fii'ft inftan<:e. Though thi 

queftion immediately before you does not, it 

is true^ go to the whole fubjedt of a Parlia# 

inentary Reform, yet the very able fpecch of 

the honourable Member who introduced it^ 

^ fully explai&ed the n/ohole plan, and fo 

ftrongly enforced tb6 necedity of the mea<^ 

fure, that I cannot fuffer it to remain under 

the ttilcontrovefted recommendation of fo 

fkble an advociatei but muft take the liberty 

Ba to 
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to follow him into the fubjeft at large^ zni 
ftate to the Houfe my fenttments on it« 

And indeed. Sir, as the various aflemblies 
which have of late been fo gtnerally con- 
vened throughout this country, for the pur- 
pofes of peace Sind the propagation oi political 
karning amongft the lower orders of the 
people, have difplayed fo much of their wif- 
dom and eloquence on this fubje£t, I may 
hope it will not be thought an indecorum, if 
the Houfe of Commons aflume to ihare in 
the common privilege; and that nee may be 
permitted, with the ufual authority of y2r// 
and free debate f to examine the plan^ the 
principle, and the progrefs of a meafure that 
affefts to be a reformation of Parliament. 

As foon as a reftitution of every rights and 
a conceilion of every favour thaf you could 

^efirt 
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iefire or demand^ had fatisfied every rational 
Mrifli in the nation, it was natural to expedt 
that the patriot's care ihould be awakened to 
look out for fomething that might provide, 
for the agitation of the day^ and proted the 
public mind from the lajjitude of contentment i 
for it was much to be feared, in thofe dege- 
nerate days, when the people fliould fee com- 
merce ready to reward their induftry, and> 
the beft conftitution in the world ready to 
enfure their acquiiitions % that they would be 
but too apt to furrender themfelves to the 
cold dijftates of common fenfe, and degrade 
their high exertions by embracing the con<* 
dition of inglorious bappinefs. But the public 
virtue of this country has always been ready 
to awaken their fenfibility to nobler purfuits, 
and cultivate the growth of unceafng demand i 
for the public virtue of this country has al*^ 
|ray& fapplied us with fome fpirits fo exaltedf 

that 
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that they afpire at fomething more than K^ 
birty ; and whofe conceptions of prdfpcrity 
defplfe the narrow bounds of peace and of* 
jluence. 

To refcuc the people from this ignoble me^ 
diocrity — to fecure them from this delufivf 
tranquillity'-^to keep alive their cares and 
fearsy and their jealoiffies^ that they may 
{neither flumber nor fleep even in the armi 
of freedom and peace— ^the fubjeft of Par- 
liamentary Reform naturally prefented itfelf^ 
as that of all others moft likely to inflame^^ 
becaufe it veas that of all others moA unlsielf 
to be «W^jr^W— -It was a combination of 
politics, and jurifprudence, and hiftory, and 
experin\ent, and fpeculation, fo complicated 
as to farnifli every thing to perplex, axA no- . 
thing to inform the public mind* The oiJeB 
ambiguous, /the means unafcertained, it^ 

preachers 
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|»re&cher$ could^ttribute to it any perleftidn 
they pleafed without the hazajrd of confuta*^ 
tion— it was a dodrine that the high priefts, 
who expounded it from their altars^ explained 
every one in a manner difFerent from the 
dther-w^ do(Srine on which the feveral ora« 
cles that' had been confulted abroad, re« 
turned refponfesfull oiamiiguity^ ineonj^encyi 
a|id €MtPaJi£fUM'-'-'-Ity^zB a doctrine to be 
propagated by pure faitb^ becaufe it was a 
mydery above the underftanding of the 
people--^-Itwa$ enough that the do&rine waar 
nen» and ohfcure^ to enfute it fbme followers 
amongft a believing multitude; for there 
Acver was a falfe dodrine impofed upon the 
world, except a dodrine the world could not? 
underilapd. The miffionaries of reform, 
diougfa they could not, like Mahomet, tm^ 
^loymirwkl tp pjrppsig^tf tbCjfMtbt Vvere, 
r . like 
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like him, determined to lend it the affiilancc 
of the fivord^ 4 

Under thefe circutnftances it naturally fol« 
lowed, that this fubje£t aflumed the fanBion 
of the people^ who knew nothing of the mat- 
ters ^nd that the force of the nation might 
bedireded againft its own tranquillity, it has 
been cloathed with a degree of authority 
manifeftly affeding to preclude, the difcuf- 
iion, and enforce the compliance of Parlia* 
ment.—- 1 do not mean to allude to any ex- 
preilions that may cafually have fallen in the 
warmth of debate from Gentlemen in this 
Hou£e, which ought to be coniidered as the 
eifufions of ardent feelings and good in tea* 
tions } but I muft obferve upon expreflions 
which I have heard every where : wc have 

< Ccmdufted bf an armed coHventioiu 

been 
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been told. Sir, that '* a Parliamentary Re- 
form is a meafure which the people are de^^ 
Urt^tned to carry" — That " it was hoped 
they would not lay down their arm^ 
till they obtained it/' And Gentlemen ^ 
have propBefied too,. «^ that they would not 
be fatisfied without it/' — Now, Sir, let mc 
only obferve, if fentiments like thefe ihould 
ever have efcapcd from Gentlemen of worth, 
and underflanding, confider how fuch ideas. 

would expand themfelves in the hot and 
vacant mind of the ignorant and the tumul'^ 

tuary. 

* 

What do thefe words import ? Why, Sir, 
thefe words, tranflated into common Engli(h» 
imply, «* that the people fhould rj/ir/?^ Par- 
liament, by abolifhing its authority, and r^- 
nwate the conftitution by an aft of vio^ 
lence }*'— for every man knows if the people 

C arc 
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are determined to carry a meafure at all' 
events, they arc determined to carry it whe- 
ther Parliament approve or not; and if the 
latter be the cafe^ to fubftitute force in the 
place of law^ and arms in the place of confli- 
tution. And as to prophecies of difcontent 
or tumult, I mud fay it is from the frailty 
and vanity of man too much to exped, that 
when he affumes the gift of prophecy, he 
will not endeavour to fulfil his prophecy ; at 
leaft it may be feared that even if his pro«^ 
phecy goes to public commotion, his pride 
and his pafiions become interefted againft 
any endeavour to prevent that commotion, 
becaufe that would be an endeavour to falfify 
his own predidtion. I cannot therefore avoid 
thinking, that fuch prophecies have miore in 
them oi fabrication xhtn forefigbt ^ that they 
tend more to promote then provide againft 
the evils they announce ; and therefore if I 

had 
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had the Authority of a Patriarchy I would 
call aloud on the people and caution thedpt 
againft fuch propheta— they may betray bujt 
Cannot ferve them-— They may indeed feduce 
them^ like the tribes of old> to wade through 
a ted fea^ but they would afterwards lead 
them into captivity^ or forfake therh in the 
wldernefsi for they cannot put them into 
pofleflion of the land they have promife^ 
them*^. 

I know very well that feveral rational and 
refpedtable gentlemen are of opinion in 
favour of a Reform. I fee feveral fuch in 
this houfe^ for whofe perfons and opinions I 
entertain the iitmofl: refped;-— I muft how« 
ever take the liberty to fay, I differ from 
them in opinion i and that from my inter* 

• Alluding to the recovery of forfeited efUtes held 
oat to them. 

C 2 courfe 
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courfe with the world, I am convirtc^d the 
ibbcr fenfe of the nation differs from them 
too. The rational wiflics of the people 
muft always have the grcateft weight in thi« 
Houfe ; but they muft flow through the 
channels of the conftitution, and niuft be 
colleded, not from the ajfertion of any, how- 
ever refoedlable, but by the beft ob/ervation 
we can make ; and my beft obfervation cour 
vinces me that gentlemen are deceived when 
they ftate a Parliamentary Reform as the 
darling objeB and fondejl wijh of the people. 
Why, Sir, the fad is impoffible ! They are 
not fufficiently acquainted with it to enter- 
tain fuch a predelidion. I am fure if you 
could fuppofe that poffible, you muft fuppofc 
them more blindly devoted in their fond 
attachnoentiSi even than the fovereign Princes 
you read of ^ you fuppofe them enamoured 
of an objed:, without ever having been 

gratified 
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gratified even by looking at the piBure 
of it. 

If indeed there could be fuch a mafs of 
oddity in the human mind^ as that the peo- 
ple were in love before-hand with every 
thing that calls itfelf Reform^ I could fur- 
nifh a feraglio for their raptures. I have 
in my pocket feventeen different plans for 
the Reform of Parliament, and I could col« 
left as many ihore; becaufe Reform is a 
word to which every Reformift annexes his 
own idea ; and plans of Reform arc as va« 
rious as the various ideas of the human 
mind. But I will never believe that the 
•people can devote themfelves at once to ofo- 
jeAs fo diifirailar, which differ as much in 
complexion and difpoiition as the Ethiopian 
and the Circaffian. Neither will I believe 
they could be fa we^k as to found a paQiofi 

on 
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on antieipathn or autbofity. I could as foon 
be pcrfuadcd they were in love with the 
climate of the moon, becaufc one Mr, Wil- 
kins^ a v^ry eloquent man^ for reafons 
beft known to himfelf> aflufed themt that 
it was much a better climate than their 
own. 

As to the mere popular cry od this Tub* 
je&9 examine it impartially, and you will find 
it proceeded from a very fmall proportion 
6i the peoplt indeed, and of that part of the 
people, too, who are the lead capable to 
judge, and the lead difpofed to be fatisfied. 
But as their number w^6 very fmall, they 
Were obliged to raife their voice the louder, 
in order to noike themfelvcs heard. Peace 
and induftry are ever ^leHt i difcontent and 
difordfer are. ever, clamorous i and you knov 
.veiy wellibat ten men (or oven tfcii womeft) 

that 
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thftt are clamorous, make a greater nolle 
dian ten thoufand who are fatisfied and fi-^ 
lent« Bat, indeed^ when a man talks of th« 
vaic0 0f tkepeopie, he is very apt to mean thtf 
voke of thofe people who echo back his 
own voice* 

NoW) Sir, I fay wherever the people col- 
ledively have given an opinion in favour of 
Reform, ^y have fpoken by a decided 
minority of the voters in the place whofe ienfe 
they would convey; and the public opinion 
on this fubje£t is confpicuous in the elec- 
tions of Delegates to the National Congrefs. 
I do hot mean to fay one word as to the 
legality or illegality of that meafure : that 
has been already fufficicntly explained. I 
know too that feveral rcfpciStable gentlemen 
were eleded to that aifemblyi I only (peak 
of it at prefent merely as it bears tcfttmony 

to 
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to the national fentiment; and when wc 
CDirili.dc;r t\it manner of ih^:,^^tfX\Qtif^, where 
tjicy ?g^f^ held,' aqd. th^ puniber pf[ pljccs 
whcfe np fwk were ,h.dd ,^t .all> it is impof-^ 
Qble not to cfoi](cl^de, that the ;fc<ifc .pf c$he' 
nation was adverfe to the meafur?. / If w«s^ 
admitted that the whole province of Mun* 
ftcr fcnt no Delegate; and^ T.afn^ fure e.ytfry 
county or city within niy:)cn<>wU4gl?^ which; 
cle(£^ Deleg^jtesr el?<aed them h)r a decid-* 
ed minority of thofe; intitlcd by law to vote« 
for Reprefentativcs* 

The Honourable Member who introduced 
this bill knows very well the eledion for the 
county, in which he reiidcs v^^as not held 
even in the body of the county itfelf j it 
was held in another county, were the free- 
holders had not a right by law to exercife 
the elcdtive franchife, even under the Kingi 

writ ; 
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writs aad though I do allow that five »« 
{pt&diAe gtntlcmttt were the objed of their 

choice^ yet (lo man ^llve will fay that th$ 
feafeof I200 freeholders was expfe0ed by 
4in affembly convened out of their county^ 
ftnd cooipofed of thirty, or forty, or fifty of 
thoie freeholders, and the populace of a larg9 
city. 

We ace .all very well »qqu^n|ed with the 
manner in wiiich the eled:ipa for the ine^^ 
tra^olis was ^condutaed. I do hot mean any 
difrdTpcd to the fGentlemen that w«rc eleft- 
«d J I dare fay they were very worthy of the 
truft— but the manner was this ; afterfeYe- 
ral unfuccefsful attempts in the ufual place 
jjf .cVsdtion^ it was, by a fort of popular cer- 
tiorari, rempved to a place never before ro- 
forted to, as the feat of eleSiion^ though it 
iias lately been the fcene of fummary juf«« 

D tice. 
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tice ♦. A part of the city, perhaps recom- 
mended by the popularity of its name— it is 
called the Liberty — or, perhaps, preferred to 
all othets, from an opinion that in that 
centre of peace and induilry, in that facred 
fuburb, diverfity of opinion would be iilen-* 
ced; that the friends of experiment were 
fure to find a decifive fupport, and that 
though the election might not .be perfedMy 
free, it would certainly be unanimous. I 
{hall not trouble you with a defcription of 
other eledions throughout this country, but 
fubmit it to the obfervation of gentlemen to 
judge in general what teftimonies they bore 
of the national opinion. 

The grand aggregate body were indeed li- 
beral and comprchcnfive in their invita* 

^ A part of the fuburbs of Dtiblin remarkable for 

riots, 

tionsj 
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tion$; they looked to the Eaft and the 
Weft, and the North and the South at once, 
but unfortunately the whole kingdom was 
not at that time fufiiciently informed, as 
they ^re now, that the great men who con« 
duded and enlightened that afTembly, were 
really peribns whofe condition in life gave 
them an authority, and whofe education 
that degree of knowledge which could en- 
title them to ftand forth, and talk to the na- 
tion about a change of its conftitution. 
Their fummons, therefore^ was difregard- 
ed-**thofe who were bidden refufed to come 
—one would not come ^^ becaufe he had a 
piece of ground^ — another would not come 
becauib he had five yoke of oxen— another 
would not come becauie fae had got a wife ;" 
—(and excellent reafons in my opinion for 
not coming !) I will not fay, that on thefe 
refufals they ient out into the ftreets and 
D Z lanes 
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lanes of the city^ into the hightfrftys and 
hedges for guefts, becaufe I know refped- 
able guefts were gotten; but this I mufl 
fay, that their elections afterwards became 
fo concife and fumtnary, that if the fenib 
of the nation had not been decidedly againft 
the ibeaibre, it is impoflible the Houft 
(hould not have been filled. 

Now, 8jr> as to the interference of th* 

people at lal-gd on every political queftion> 

I am willing to allow it every eittent con- 

fiftent with 6ut fottA of government. The 

people have i right td expert ftoth lis every 

thing in biif powet td proniote their real 

happihcfsj they are entitled to out lov* 

while they behave well ; they aw fcnlitled to 

the protedioii 6f the laws whilft they obey 

them, and thby arfe fetititled to liberty whilft 

they Will /hare it with others. But th* 

conftitution 
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c&tiftitntion and the laws, and the liature of 

things have drawn a line, and fixed a boun* 

dary to their interference in the ftate; they 

are the objeS of all government, but not 

government itfelf 5 whenever they have been 

fo, their dominion has been tyranny, sni 

the public condition unhappinefs. tt £5 

very true, human nature is the fame in all 

degrees of men, but education and intercourfe 

enlighten fome minds above others, and 

men mud be exalted 6n fome little emi* . 

nence above the level of the community to 

look far into remote objeds; but when 

you obferve men of low rank and condition, 

the objiure^ the ignorant and the dejperate, 

defirous to ilep into a fphere to which they 

lare inadequate, you may be fure the ftate is 

difordered^ If the man that cleans your 

fhoes virere to afpire at that chair, which you 

£11 with fo much ability, you would laugh 

at 
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at the abfurdlty if you were not controuled 
in your mirth by the rcfledion ** that it wai 
a iymptom of public diforder.'* 

Thus much as to the national opinion I— 
I (hall now trouble you with a few words as 
to the meafure itfelf, and the occafion that 
calls for iu 

Before you fubmit to thcfe projeSis of aU 
teration, before you venture to ftake your 
whole capital of conftitution on the hazard 
tftbis die, confider over and over again» and 
deliberate maturely on the neceflity that 
impels you to it i for it would be madnefs 
to incur the dangers that muft follow any 
conftitutional change, the confequences of 
which no man living can forefee, unlefs it 
were to remove fome real and preffing 
grievance: now let me afk the moft enthu* 

iiaflic 
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£aJlHc admirer of civil liberty, what griev- 
ance has he to complain of? I8 it a griev-* 
ance, that in the courfe of, three years yott 
have obtained the reftitution of every right, 
and the confirmation of every charter which 
have exalted the Britifli conftitution above 
all others in the world ?— that the whole 
range of your wifhes has been confulted, 
and every wi(h complied with I Is it t 
grievance that your judicature is your own i 
your army your own $ your judges inde» 
pendent, your commerce free, and your 
Parliament fupreme ? It may be a grievance 
to fome that thefe benefits were accompli(h« 
ed without bloodjhed^ and that the lottery, 
of public commotion has not been opened to 
every defperate adventurer ! If this be a 
grievance, it is the only one I know of; 
and as to the conftitutional balance of the 

ftate. 
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ftttif cfem any meo ccm^laia that the f^^^ 

hr fart ib Aipprpfled » its fim£feiatis, or 

that it is top m)eai iot the Aand 0f pojvor i 

Look abprad dmoa^gih the jcomauittity^ axui 

idl me jdo ^ou ibe aoitjr abridged ia (the 

eKPoiii^^df <:ivjd libeiRty^ and do- yon o^ot iSM 

leverd in the ieiEorciie of dbeimoftjabomi''' 

Ai^le licentioiirnefs ? delboying the i«iKl<p 

marks thsic .aiceztafiii frofertyy j&oA jdw 

totmdtMlhat divide ii^ce /govBouittiit &oin 

«iwchy ? State the cmrfe or xnrwnt xif 

i)»t(Mrer ^M yoa pleafeJ yon c£in find oo ar<- 

^ttlnentibrthis meafure. If yott attribute 

yourilate acquifitiohs to the JuiHce.of tb^ 

Crown, or the integrity of yourjParlufDent* 

you ^nA. there no msaccffity ibr reform. If, 

MDn ifhe' other hand (as fame igentletnen .ai% 

bonder (to Ho), you atttihuto lihem to .the 

Mgb power of the people^ you find there rop 

argument 
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afgumoit for a meafttrc^ the fole objcd of 
which muft be to increafe that power al- 
ready predominant ; and in the exercife of 
which the people have not of late difco« 
veredinuch diicretion. 

But the great evil which difturbs the mind 
of every ftrid politician^ and interrupts the 
labours of every fpeculative arti^cer->-that 
great evil which has acquired a name, which 
is eccho'd from one end of the country to the 
other, and is like every other found eccho'd, 
becaufe it is unfubftantial — that confumma- 
tion of all evil is the ariJiocracy*---Xht Bane^ 
Jul arijiocracyl — Why, Sir, that is a very 
fine word, it is derived from the Greek Ian-* 
guage, and therefore very prudently intro- 
duced, as being unintelligible to the un- 
learned multitude: but indeed I muft fay 
that the fpirit of equality which diftinguiflies 
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tJVI^r^f^pt tiqi^ t^s cQwraunicatcd thcmjBP- 
ajpqepfiiJn of ^hi$ WQSdtct all ranks of pfcdple 
^i^<l%y^ publicly iDajfc pfc of it-— they dffi 
^IflSpap. ^y ariftpjcracy (%S Locke or Mon- 
tcfquieu would) the ppwer vefted in the nce-^ 
bles— No, Sir, they mean by it that parti- 
ckiiar. ioBnence wJiich fome individuals have 
acquired in the eledlion of monbers to ierve. 
in Carliament* 

Now, let nie alk any maA qf (enfc, or a^y 
irig^ of HQo\^l^dge, whether he thinks, ilnce 
tbi?^ creation pi^ithe vvorld, tliere ever wa^, 
or, evpr 9oxlld^ l^aye been^ a f^ee ftate, in 
wAiph the ex^rcife or applicati90 Qf liberty 
coi)}4 be fo^gji^fc^^^ i^l^l^R<^ i^i^viduals mufl 
notfi^^jC fr^jn profier/y^ ^hom^tfllfpts^ fror?! 
^5^/«f^f fronxt^h? caj^acity toySr?D^, or t^P 
edacity to Jiceivjg^ have acquirqd a degree^ 
of influence in Qle<tioAS> beyond the nieafure 
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6( equality 6r the letter of the cbnftitutiorv; 
^hd in many cafes beyond the reach of com- 
petition ? It ever has been, and it e^er muft 
be the iafe 5 and no plan of Parliamentary 
keform thit has ever jet been imagincdi has 
had the fmallefl: tendency to prevent it. I 
will indeed do them the jbftice to fay, they 
^//affcQ: to transfer it, to wreft this iriflflerice 
fiorii the prefent poffeflrofs ; hbi if that were 
accompUQied, every body knows that after 
the morals of the people (hall have been fv- 
fbrmed^ and the public peace and iriduftry 
improved by a few years of cTedion contro- 
verfy, and riot and corruption, this fame in* 
fluence muft repofe again in fomc hands or 
other i and it cannot be imagined that fome 
men do not at this day indulge their hopes 
as to the favoured fpot to which this influ- 
ence may fhift its refidence,— The reform- 
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ifts do not appear defirous^ and they certainly 
do not endeavour to take meafures for its exr 
tindion^ becaufe they muft knove^ what every 
body know$^ that as long as nien have the 
faculties of freedom^ they will ufe it accord- 
ing to their fancy^ or abufe it according to 
their profligacy, or commute it according to 
their intereft ; until you can make the mafs 
of mankind nniyerfally wife and unJyerf^Uy 
pure. 

But I apinot afraid to fay, there is a de- 
gree of influence operating univerfally,, ar^- 
ling froni property, and other .fqurces too, 
which our con^litution would not blufh to 
recognise ; and tjie power of the ariftocracy 
(rfs it is called) iT it be rooted in your foil ; 
if it grows out of your land, will, like a gre%t 
tree, give ftrength and liability and Shelter 
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to tlie earth that fuftains iu andhiftcry will 
teach you that this influence, of which you 
fomplaip, has often prpve4 the great inter- 
pofition between (he Crown and the PeppICf ' 
snd has h^en highly ipftrumental in pre- 
ferving to this day the heft conAitutioh 
111 the world, which your inconfiftency 
fi^ems diflatisfieil with, and which your 
raihnefs would commit to the hazard of 
C3i:periment, 

It has been faid the enemies of reform 
miift admit, ^^ that the reprefentation is /Vf- 
perfeEly and that it is unreafonable a fmall 
town fhpuld fend as many reprefentatives as 
a large diftrift/* I anfwer, if by imperfeSl 
you piean i^nequql, it ever has been and ever 
muft be fo. — Perfonal equality of reprefea- 
fat^on (which is the only equality of repre- 
fentation 
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ieht^tiofi I cin conceive) wotild be a pure 
dcmoferacy, which, think God ! is not our 
conftitution ; and in a conhtry like ours, 
where the great majorit;^ 6f the people do 
not profefs the religion of the flate, it woiild 
be a democracy fubverfivt of the laws and 
tdigion eftablifhcd, — Thfe partial reprcfeii- 
tatfon yoit complain of is not only involved 
in the principles of our cbhflitutioni btft 
(what fome may think ftronger) ftands re- 
cognized in all your plans of Parliamentary 
Refof-m. fcft ff yon ha^e ariy ftttlcd prin- 
ciple, and! feqttaltty be your principle, Bo^ 
can yoti Jtiftify your conceffioh that a botbugh 
of 40' irifiatefarids iliall feiid tio Parriameht as 
niany Members is a c6uiity confining- 7000 
frcdholddrs ? You catihbt obji($ to iiiequa- 
lity as an evil,- ah^l' prbdilrce a reiftiedy fubjcfl: 
to't!fie famieobjeffion. And ad to the pre- 
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lent defrayed coadition of <pmc places now 
entitled to reprefentatioa, I iball only fay, 
if you were to,f:bangc the conftrudlion of Par- 
liament with every change of condition in 
evei^ place ^dowed ^idi t)ie privikge of 
deftjoQ, ther^ Y(Qul4 ^e an (2nd to the 
ftrength an4 A^hU^^ty of your cqnftitution. 
Aojd if your anceijtors had indulged their 
peculations in fuch experiments » the illui^ 
tripus fabric of the ^ritifl:^ cpnftitution would 
haw been centuries ago levelled to the 
ground; and ypi^, would not at this day be 
debating in a free Parliament^ u^nder the pro«- 
tedlion of a fbrniof government^ which, with 
2X\it^ iruqualkiesy is the admiration of the 
world; and >9h]chy with all its imperfeSlions^ 
is ^ thpufand tifx^s. mpne perfeS^ than any plan 
ofi^ed for its reform— *a conflitution whofe 
iQequa^ty q£ re^re/enution fa^isfied the wif-* 
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dom of your aticeftors, and rewarded the 
magnanimity of thofe patriots who accom^ 
plifhed the glorious Revolution^ 

But it raifes the indignation of Gentlemen 
to hear that feats in Parliament ha^e been 
bought and fold ! . I hy, whenever that hai 
happened it ha^ been an abufe of the eledive 
franchife^ and a violation of the law i and if 
it has ever came to the honourable Member's 
knourledge that fuch pra6lice has taken place, 
he ought to Tay his hand on that particular 
borough. J3ut if you would extinguifli a 
general franchife becaufe in a particular in- 
fiance it has been abufed, I beg to know 
where you would flop; for if you admit this 
principle, it would lead you on toextinguifh 
the freeholder's right to vote in counties, the 
citizen's right to vote in cities^ and by de- 
grees 
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grccs , to abolifli every privilege that diftin- 
guiihes a freeman^ becaufe every fuch privi* 
lege may be abufcd. 

. In judging of our great conftitutioft, we 
^deceive ourfelvcs by entering into narrow de^ 
tail or abJiraSi principles. The Britifla con- 
ftitutioii is a great objed to be feen, through 
its general effeBs^ and felt by the benefits it 
confer^. It is like thofe great luminaries 
which arc*fo far removed from common in- 
fpedlion, that they are not to be viewed with 
a microfcopic eye. They diminifh in their 
fize, and recede from you when you at- 
tempt to examine them through artificial 
mediums. 

And now. Sir, a few words>as to the out- 
line of the honourable Member's bill, as be 
has been pleafed to lay it before you. By his 
F defcription. 
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defcription, it certainly muft bear a flrong h^ 
ihily Kkcnefs to that which we difppfed of In 
the laft feflion. Indeed I believe I might gq 
farther^ and fay it is the very fan^e, ^yitb the 
addition of one year's growth. Its fi^e may 
be larger, and its drefs fomewhat different | 
but its features. Its charadter, its complexion 
and difpofition nearly the fame. And I freely 
ponfefs I wonder not to find it more im^ 
proved, confidering it has had the advantage 
not only of the ableft private tuition that thiq 
country could afford, but alfo the afliftance 
of feveral puMc academies^ feveral learned fe^ 
mtndriesy which have been lately inftitated 
in this country for the fole purpofc of its 
education. 

[He proceeded to make feveral objedHons tq 
the plan itfelf, as tending to render the re- 
prefcntalion mofe unequal— -to coi^tratft the 
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bafis of legiflation-v^to dfininifh the number 
both of conflitiients and reprefentativies~« 
pot to fettle but difturb the conftitutioni 
and that whether odered in the whole or by 
detaiU it fhould meet with his oppofi* 
fion.] 
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